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A SIMPLE AND EFFECTIVE 
COW-BAIL 
By L. C. SNOOK, D.Sc, B.Sc. (Agric), Animal Nutrition Officer 
WHILE visiting the property of Mr. R. Burke, Cowaramup, I saw in use a type of cow-bail which made an immediate appeal because of its simplicity, 
effectiveness and ease of working. Mr. Burke is obviously skilled at setting up 
practical time-saving devices but there seems to be no reason why other dairy 
farmers should not make use of the principle he employed. 
Construction is straightforward, and 
even in these days of material short-
ages, the timber required is available on 
most dairy farms. The bail is particu-
larly adapted for use either in milking 
sheds or in a crush where it would be 
particularly useful to hold cattle for de-
horning or other operations. 
The diagram will explain the setup. 
The moving upright (A) is held in the 
open position (shown by dotted lines) 
by a rope passing through a hole in the 
top of the upright, thence over a 
suitably-placed pulley to a position in 
rear of the animal where it is hooked on 
a convenient bolt or peg. This rope is 
released when the cow enters the bail, 
permitting the upright to fall by its own 
weight to the position shown in the 
sketch. It falls in a flash and holds the 
animal without any need for the worker 
to move forward in order to remove and 
replace the pin generally used in the 
orthodox bail. 
The animal cannot force the upright 
back because the crosspieces (Fl) and 
(F2) are allowed to drop about one inch 
below the horizontal at the ends which 
are attached to the upright (A). The 
animal in the bail can only push side-
ways and no amount of lateral pressure 
will budge the bar. As soon as the 
worker pulls the rope, however, the bail 
opens easily and almost automatically. 
In no case did I see a cow lift the bar 
sufficiently to allow the bail to open. 
When dehorning, or handling unruly 
cattle a locking-pin could be used if 
desired by puttting it through the hole 
in the top crossbar (B). 
The important feature of the bail is 
the rubber-covered pin near the foot of 
the moveable upright. The position of 
this pin is vitally important as it deter-
mines the position of the crossbars (Fl) 
and (F2) when they come to rest in the 
closed position. As previously mention-
ed, the ends of the crossbars which are 
attached to the moveable upright should 
be about an inch lower than the other 
ends. Old milking tube rubber was used 
to cover the pin at both sides in order 
to muffle the noise of the bail dropping 
into position. 
The main advantage of this bail is 
that shutting and opening is all done 
from a position behind the animal. This 
brings about a saving in time and avoids 
all the annoyance which inevitably 
occurs when a cow withdraws its head 
just as the dairyman moves forward to 
adjust the commonly-used falling bar 
and pin. 
The main uprights (HI) and (H2) may 
be constructed from bush timber or any 
suitable sawn timber which is available. 
The main crossbars (B) and (C) are 
checked into the uprights and are each 
duplicated by a similar bar at the back 
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of the main upright. They also should 
be checked in to leave a space of about 
two inches between each set of bars so 
that the moveable upright (A) can slide 
up and down freely. A space of 19 
inches is left between the main up-
rights, (HI) and (H2), and the cross-
bars (B) and (C) are 39 inches apart. 
With the moveable upright in the closed 
position there is a space of eight inches 
between it and (H2). The moveable 
crossbars (Fl) and (F2) should have a 
space of 10 inches between the bolt-
holes, and (Fl) should be about 12 
inches down from the crossbar (B) so 
that it does not foul the top bar when 
the upright is raised to the open posi-
tion. 
SHEEP DIPPING 
The dipping of all sheep in the South-
west Division of the State, as well as in 
the Dundas, Esperance and Westonia 
road districts and those portions of the 
Merredin, Narembeen, Lake Grace and 
Phillips River road districts situated 
east of the No. 1 Rabbit Proof Fence 
is compulsory, and is required to be 
carried out within six weeks of the date 
of shearing. 
Within 14 days of the completion of 
dipping a statutory declaration setting 
out the particulars, is required to be 
furnished to the Chief Inspector of 
Stock. 
In addition any sheep intended for 
sale off-shears whether privately or by 
auction, must be dipped before removal 
from the owner's property, with the 
exception that sheep forwarded direct 
to a meatworks for slaughter within 
six weeks of shearing are exempted 
from this requirement. It is intended 
to strictly enforce these conditions. 
Any undipped sheep offered for sale 
off-shears whether at Midland Junction 
or at country markets, and whether or 
not they are intended for slaughter 
will be ordered to be withdrawn from 
sale until they have been dipped to the 
satisfaction of an inspector. 
Similarly sheep found to be infested 
with vermin will be ordered to be with-
drawn from sale and dipped, and in 
addition the property of the owner will 
be ordered into quarantine until the 
shearing and dipping of his flock has 
been completed. 
In addition to dipping, sheep in these 
southern parts of the State must be 
wool-branded with the owner's regis-
tered wool-brand immediately after 
shearing. 
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Make Your Milkers 
PRODUCE MORE! 
on imW-IMPROVED PASTURES 
Develop lush green postures all year 
round. Raise healthier, higher-yield 
stock by topdressing with Crump Pasture 
Improvement Machines. The small 
capital outlay is often repaid from the 
first season's extra profits. 
FAN-TYPE BROADCASTERS 
DIRECT-DROP SPREADERS 
Ask NOW for full details from 
KELLY & LEWIS (W.A.) PTY. LTD. 
349 WILLIAM STREET, PERTH B7640 
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